Tight junction proteins in the skin.
It has long been accepted that tight junctions (TJ) are crucial for the formation and maintenance of the paracellular barrier and for cell polarity in simple epithelia and endothelia. Moreover, it is long known that they play a role in barrier function of amphibian skin. However, only in recent years were TJ and TJ proteins identified in the epidermis of men and mice. Their involvement in the barrier function of mammalian skin has been shown. This review summarizes our current knowledge about TJ and TJ proteins in mammalian skin.